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High level overview  
ASF CMS consists of two general parts, windows part for managing CMS content and web site where 

content is actually displayed for end users. Both parts are tightly coupled, that is, web site that has CMS 

content cannot managed without windows part, and, in turn, windows part is senseless to have without 

web site, that it intended to manage. 

Windows application is using ASF server as a backend. So, it manipulates by CMS enabled web site not 

directly by through ASF server 

It is possible to manage several web sites from the same windows application. 

Definitions  
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CMS enabled web Site ς Web site that was configured by system administrator to be enabled for ASF CMS 

features. This configuration is quite simple, however, it should be done by skilled person. After Web site is 

configured it can be added to the list of web sites to be managed in ASF in windows app. 

Skin ς is a graphical element that represents web page design. Skin is a part of the page that is the same on 
several pages, for example header and footer. Skin is really an ASP.NET master page so it can be used not 
only on CMS driven pages but any ASP.NET page on the site. 

Skin has the following elements: 

- static part that does not depend on web site or page it is being applied to 
- dynamic parts that are being constituted at runtime. Example is site menu. 
- content area. Usually it is in the center of page, while header and footer are static. Content area is used 

to drop modules on specific pages. Page can have several content parts 

Below is the example of page with 3 content areas. 

 

 

Module ς is a visual part on page that displays CMS content. Module usually has data source bound to it. 

There are several types of modules and each of them requires data source of specific type. For example, 

ά5ƻŎǳƳŜƴǘέ ƳƻŘǳƭŜ ŜȄǇŜŎǘǎ άέ5ƻŎǳƳŜƴǘέ Řŀǘŀ ǎƻǳǊŎŜΣ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ƴŜǿǎΦ hƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ŀōƻǾŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ о 

visible modules in the left content area and one module in the center content area. 
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Container -  this is an element of graphical design, just like a skin is. While skins are applied to pages, 

containers are applied to modules. So, modules on the same page may be in the different containers. 

Visually, container is a frame around the data that comes from CMS. 

Static Page -  is a page that exists physically on the site. It may be existing page that was on web site before 

CMS was configured on it, or a page designed outside of ASF. Skin is not applied to static pages using CMS 

tools, however, corresponding master page can be used to share common design element through static 

pages. You can add content areas on static pages by editing it on the server. After that, you can drop 

modules with CMS content in these area as you do for dynamic pages. 

Dynamic Page ς is a virtual page that does not exists physically on web site. Instead, it is dynamically built 

from DB at the time of request. You can add new dynamic pages from ASF windows app. When you add it 

you can define skin that represents graphic design and layout of content areas. After that you can start 

adding CMS content to a page by dropping CMS module on it and binding them to data sources. 

Link (as a site item object) ς it is just URL to a page on the current web site or any external page. We need it 

for two purposes, first is to provide ability for specifying parameters in URL for static pages, and second is to 

provide ability to have links to external resource in menu and site map 

Site Map ς Is a hierarchical structure of pages. There can be different page types included in the same site 

map ς static pages, dynamic pages and links. Site map is being used by site map control and navigation path 

control. There is one site tree per web site. 

Menu ς  the same as site map but it is consumed by menu module. Menu structure can be imported from 

existing site map, however, they are not synced after that. There is one menu per web site. 

Windows app descri ption  
Below is the screenshot of the windows interface that a user presented with when he chooses to use CMS 

module in ASF application. 
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Following is the description of features available for a user in the left navigation tree: 

Sites 
This is the list of web sites configured in current instance of ASF server. Detailed description of site 
management is provided later. 
Data Sources 
This is collection of data that can be published on configured web sites. The same document can be 
published across several web sites configured in current instance of ASF server. Data that can be published 
on web is divided into several categories (Documents, News, Links and FAQ).  
Data types are different in the several matters: 
- Each data type has own fields defined for it that can be filled by a user. 
- CMS module will expect data of specific type. 
Within each data type folder data objects can be organized using folders. Folders are used only for user 
convenience and there is no other meaning of folders here. 
Design 
This section is used by site administrator when he sets up a new site 

Skins 
List of skins defined in current instance of ASF server. One CMS web site can use several skins and 
several web sites can use the same skin 
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Containers 
List of containers defined in current instance of ASF server. One web page can use several 
containers and several pages can use the same container 
 

Typical CMS usage scenario  
 
Below is a typical scenario that you may experience while working with ASF CMS 
 

1. Configure ASP.NET web site to be used with ASF CMS. 

There are several steps that should be made in order to enable use of new ASP.Net web site as part of ASF. 

This task is better to be done by development team, however, we can provide detailed instructions. 

2. Add web site to the list of CMS web sites in ASF. 

This may be done by an end user. 

 

After web site is added and if it was configured properly as described on step 1, it will appear in the list of 

web sites. Existing pages list is revealed and they are listed as static pages. 
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3. Add skin and containers to be used on web site  

Skin and container files should be done by dev team and graphic designers. End users can upload skins and 

container into ASF themselves. 

4. Add data that will be displayed on the CMS pages.  

Now you need to add documents and other data that will be later bound to modules on web pages. This can 

ōŜ ŘƻƴŜ ōȅ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ά5ŀǘŀ {ƻǳǊŎŜǎέ ƴŀǾƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘǊŜŜ ƛǘŜƳΦ 

Adding new folder. 

 

Adding new document 
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5. Add dynamic pages 

 

!ŦǘŜǊ ȅƻǳ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ǎƪƛƴΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎǿƛǘŎƘ ǘƻ ά[ŀȅƻǳǘέ ǘŀōΦ hƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǘŀō ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜŜ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ ŀǊŜŀǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ 

selected skin. You can drop CMS modules into these areas. 
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It is possible to add one of following modules: 

 Advertisement module 

 Article cetegories module 

 Delimiter module 

 Document module 

 FAQ module 

 Last News module 

 Last Articles module 

 Last Picture Carousel module 

 Last WebCast module 

 Link module 

 Menu module 

 News Search module 

 News Subscription module 

 Opinion module 

 Register module 

 Search module 

 Search Result module 

 Show News module 

 Show Article module 

 Show Picture Carousel module 
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 Site Map module 

 Site Map Path module 

 aƻǎǘ wŜŀŘκ{ŜƴŘκΧ ƳƻŘǳƭŜ 
 

To add module user should just drag-and-drop module above the placeholder. 

/ƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ άaƻŘǳƭŜ {ŜǘǘƛƴƎǎέ ƭƛƴƪ ōǳǘǘƻƴ ǘƻ ƻǇŜƴ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎǎ ǿƛƴŘƻǿ 

 

Select document to be shown in the content area. 
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Select container and container header text (header text is optional) 

 

Add other modules if you like and save a page. 
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Dynamic page has been added to site items. 

 

Now you should be able to view the page in browser (page is accessible by URL that is shown on detail form 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƎŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎŀǎŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ  άϤκ±κ¢ŜǎǘƛƴƎ/a{ΦŀǎǇȄέΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ Ϥ ƛǎ ǿŜō ǎƛǘŜ ¦w[ύ 

Reiterate for all pages you need to create. 

6. Create site tree  

Drag ǇŀƎŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ά{ƛǘŜ LǘŜƳǎέ ǇŀƴŜ ǘƻ ά{ƛǘŜ ƳŀǇέΦ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƳƛȄ ǇŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǘȅǇŜǎ 

7. Create site menu 

Drag ǇŀƎŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ά{ƛǘŜ LǘŜƳǎέ ǇŀƴŜ ǘƻ άaŜƴǳ ƳŀǇέΦ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƳƛȄ ǇŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǘȅǇŜǎ 

8. Add, Delete, Edit News 

Add News. 

To create a news, go to the Cms-> Data Sourse->News folder.  To create subfolder for news, right-

click on News folder, select New in context menu.  
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In the opened window enter the folder name than click Ok. 

 

To add new news, you can use any of the following methods: 

1. Select Cms-> Data Sourse->News-ҔΧ->έCƻƭŘŜǊ bŀƳŜέ in tree view and click New on the 

main toolbar.  

2. Right-click on the news grid. Click New in context menu. 

In the opened form fill general fields on main tab. To add news body click Edit button. When 

ά²ƻǊŘέ was loaded, enter text of news and click End Edit button.  If you do not want that news 

became enabling on a site immediately uncheck Enable on web. 










